
COMMUNIA publishes the 
Public Domain Manifesto

2010 2011 2014 2019 2025

Europeana publishes Public 
Domain Charter

You can still sign the manifesto at 
 publicdomainmanifesto.org! 👈

http://www.publicdomainmanifesto.org
http://www.publicdomainmanifesto.org


Nothing in the EU copyright 
framework enabling digital availability 

of cultural heritage collections

EU recommendation (“what is in the 
PD must stay PD after digitisation”)  

2010 2011 2014 2019 2025



EU Orphan works directive is the 
first EU legislative instrument 

addressing digital availability of 
cultural heritage collections

2010 2011 2014 2019 2025

Spoiler: it is an abject failure
You can still tell the Commission that the directive should be retracted  

via https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/OWDTargetedSurvey2020 👆

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/OWDTargetedSurvey2020
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/OWDTargetedSurvey2020


DSM directive enshrines protection of  
Public Domain in EU legal framework

2010 2011 2014 2019 2025

DSM directive introduces mandatory 
exception for digital preservation 
and substantial provisions for 
access to Out of Commerce Works 



Review the impact of the OOCW 
provisions in the DSM directive

2010 2011 2014 2019 2025

Consider more ambitious approaches 
to modernise the copyright framework. 
Further harmonisation + Registration 
requirements.


